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[57] ABSTRACT 

An improved peristaltic pump includes a pivotably 
mounted pressure plate which, together with the pump 
roller elements, defines the pump chamber. The pivotal 
mounting of the pressure plate facilitates accessibility to 
the pump chamber in order to simplify the pump tube 
loading and unloading procedures. The mounting sys- 
tem for the pressure plate includes a mechanically- 
advantaged four-bar linkage arrangement which auto- 
matically retains the pressure plate in either its fully 
open or fully closed position as a result of an over-cen- 
ter type locking construction. The pump also includes a 
mechanism for adjusting the volume flow rate charac- 
teristic of a pump tube. This is particularly adaptable for 
a dual-tube system wherein a predetermined volume 
flow rate ratio is to be achieved. 

31 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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IMPROVED PRESSURE PLATE MOVEMENT 
SYSTEM FOR A PERISTALTIC PUMP 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates generally to peristaltic 
pumps, and more particularly to improvements in peri- 
staltic pumps utilized for pumping human bipod fluids 
in conjunction with human blood cell separator appara- 
tus, human blood dialysis apparatus, or the like. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Peristaltic pumps, of the type wherein a plurality of 
roller elements move along the inner race of a cylindri- 
cal or semi-cylindrical stator casing in order to pump a 15 
fluid through a compressible plastic tube, having the 
requisite resiliency or memory, by means of intermittent 
compression and expansion reactions generated within 
the tube, are of course well known. One such conven- 
tional peristaltic pump is disclosed, for example, in U.S. 
Pat. No. 3,756,752 issued to Stenner. While the opera- 
bility of the Stenner type pump has apparently proven 
to be quite satisfactory, the procedure required for op- 
erably inserting the compressible pump tube into the 
pumping chamber has proven to be difficult and te- 
dious. This is due to the fact that the pumping chamber 
is essentially closed with the exception of a notch 
formed within a rotatable disk covering the pumping 
chamber. In order to insert the compressible pump tube 
within the pumping chamber, one end of the tube is 
initially disposed within the notch of the cover disk, and 
the disk is subsequently rotated so as to in effect feed or 
thread the tube about the rollers disposed within the 
pumping chamber. 

Within blood cell separator systems, it has also 
proven necessary to sometimes employ pumping mech- 
anisms which can simultaneously pump different fluids, 
at different volume flow rates, through separate tubes 
disposed within the pumping chamber. A conventional 
system of this type is exemplified by U.S. Pat. No. 
3,060,348 issued to Delia Bianca. As disclosed within 
such patent, the two compressible pump tubes are oper- 
atively associated with stepped pump roller elements. 
While the means for mounting or inserting the pump 
tubes within the pump chamber is not apparently dis- 45 
closed in the Delia Bianca patent, it has been attempted 
to utilize a multi-tube system, such as that shown in the 
Delia Bianca patent, within a pumping system such as 
that disclosed within the Stenner patent. Such an adap- 
tation, however, has proven extremely difficult to ac- 
complish due to the fact that both tubes have to be 
simultaneously or separately fed into the pump chamber 
through the disk notch system of Stenner. In addition, it 
is also quite difficult and tedious to properly seat the 
pump tubes upon the roller elements as shown in the 55 
Delia Bianca patent in order to assuredly accomplish 
the requisite pumping of both fluids. Still further, it is 
also necessary to be able to adjust the relative volume 
flow rates defined within the pump tubes such that, for 
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the pump chambers be partially open or have means 
which render the same openable. In this manner, the 
requisite accessibility to the pump chambers is able to be 
established. 

In U.S. Pat. No. 3,836,287 issued to Grosholz et al., 
there is disclosed peristaltic pump apparatus wherein 
the interior portion of the pump chamber is rendered 
accessible so as to facilitate the insertion or loading of 
the pump tube. This procedure is accomplished as a 
result of the provision of a pivotable cover or lid having 
integrally movable therewith an arcuate guide element 
which operatively cooperates with the pump rollers. 
The lid and guide element system, however, further 
comprises a relatively complex spring-biased plunger 
mechanism for properly positioning the roller guide 
element when the same is moved between its open and 
closed positions through means of a compound move- 
ment which includes both pivotable and translational 
modes. In addition, separate fastening or securing 
means must also be provided for securing the cover or 
lid of the pump mechanism to the pump base when the 
lid is in its closed position. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a new and improved peristaltic pump. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a new and improved peristaltic pump which overcomes 
the afore-noted disadvantages of the prior art. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a new and improved peristaltic pump wherein 
the interior portion of the pump chamber is readily 
accessible so as to facilitate and simplify the pump tube 
loading and unloading procedure. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a new and improved peristaltic pump wherein the 
interior portion of the pump chamber is readily accessi- 
ble so as to facilitate and simplify the pump tube loading 
and unloading procedures operatively conducted in 
connection with a multi-tube pumping system. 

Yet still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a new and improved peristaltic pump which 
can readily accommodate a multi-tube pumping system 
wherein the relative volume flow rates defined within 
the tubes can be simply and accurately adjusted to pre- 
determined ratio values. 

Still yet another object of the present invention is to 
provide a new and improved peristaltic pump wherein 
the mounting system for the pump pressure plate or 
roller guide element is mechanically-advantaged and 
balanced such that auxiliary fastening means is not nec- 
essarily required in order to retain the pressure plate or 
guide element in either its open or closed position. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The foregoing and other objectives are achieved in 
accordance with the present invention through the 
provision of a peristaltic pump comprising a pump rol- 
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example, the volume flow rate within one of the tubes 60 ler pressure plate which/together with the pump roller 



has a value which is a predetermined ratio of the vol- 
ume flow rate within the other tube. The aforenoted 
prior art does not provide such an adjustment means. 

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that in 
order to facilitate the mounting or insertion of the pump 65 
tubes within the pump chambers of peristaltic pumps, 
particularly in those instances wherein multi-tube sys- 
tems are to be employed, it is virtually mandatory that 



elements, serves to define the pumping chamber. The 
pressure plate is pivotably mounted upon the pump base 
so as to be movable between open and closed positions. 
In this manner, the interior portion of the pumping 
chamber is readily accessible when the pressure plate is 
moved to its open position so as to facilitate the inser- 
tion or loading of the pump tubes within the pumping 
chamber. 
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An operating handle is also pivotably mounted upon 
the pump base, and a pair of links pivotally interconnect 
the handle and the pressure plate. The pivot point loca- 
tions or axes of the pressure plate, the interconnecting 
links, and the operating handle serve to define a four- 
bar linkage lever system. Furthermore, the pivotal axes 
of the components are so disposed relative to each other 
that the system exhibits characteristics somewhat simi- 
lar to that of an over-center locking mechanism. As a 
result, when the handle is moved to either one of its 
extreme positions so as to in turn move the pressure 
plate to either its fully open or closed position, the lever 
system is properly balanced such that auxiliary fasten- 
ing means need not be provided in order to retain the 
pressure plate in either its open or closed position. De- 
tent means are in fact, however, defined between the 
operating handle and the links, as well as between the 
pressure plate housing and the pump base. Such detent 
means serve a two-fold purpose, the first of which is to 
additionally insure the fact that the pressure plate is 
retained in either its open or closed position, and the 
second purpose is to audibly indicate that the pressure 
plate has in fact attained either its open or closed posi- 
tion. 

The peristaltic pump of the present invention is par- 
ticularly well-suited to accommodate multi-tube pump- 
ing systems, and accordingly includes additional means 
for accurately adjusting the relative volume flow rates 
within the tubes. The adjustment means effectively 
elongates one of the pump tubes, preferably the small- 
diameter tube, by stretching the same, and as a result of 
this stretching action, the cross-sectional inner diameter 
of the tube is constricted. Consequently, the volume 
flow rate through the tube is altered. In order to accu- 
rately attain a predetermined flow rate through the 
tube, particularly relative to the flow rate existing 
within the other tube, ratio indicia is provided upon the 
flow rate adjustment means. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 40 

Various other objects, features, and attendant advan- 
tages of the present invention will be more fully appre- 
ciated as the same becomes better understood from the 
following detailed description when considered in con- 45 
nection with the accompanying drawings, in which like 
reference characters designate like or corresponding 
parts throughout the several views, and wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the peristaltic pump 
constructed in accordance with the present invention 50 
and showing its cooperative parts; 

FIG. 2 is a partial, longitudinal cross-sectional view 
of the pump of FIG. 1 showing the pump pressure plate 
and operating handle actuating system when the pres- 
sure plate is disposed in its closed position; 55 

FIG. 3 is a side elevation view similar to that of FIG. 
2 showing, in solid lines, the pump pressure plate and 
operating handle actuating system when the pressure 
plate is disposed in its closed position, and showing, in 
phantom lines, the pump pressure plate and operating 60 
handle actuating system when the pressure plate is dis- 
posed in its open position; 

FIG. 4 is a front elevation view of the volume flow 
rate adjustment means utilized within the pump of FIG. 
1; and 65 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view, taken along the line 
5—5 of FIG. 4, of the volume flow rate adjustment 
means of FIG. 4. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings, and more particu- 
larly to FIGS. 1-3 thereof, the peristaltic pump of the 
present invention is shown and generally indicated by 
the reference character 10, The pump includes a base 
member 12 mounted in a substantially recessed manner 
within a wall panel 14, and the operative components of 
the pump are in turn secured to the pump base 12. More 
particularly, the pump further comprises a drive motor 
16 which is operatively connected with suitable reduc- 
tion gearing housed within a reduction gear box 18. The 
reduction gearing 18 includes an axially extending drive 
shaft 20 which is keyed with a pump roller cage 22 so as 
to drivingly rotate the cage for performance of the 
pumping operations. The roller cage assembly 22, base 
member 12, and reduction gear box 18 are fixedly se- 
cured together by means of a plurality of bolts 24, only 
one of which is actually shown, for example, in FIG. 2. 

The roller cage 22 houses three roller mechanisms 
equiangularly disposed thereabout at 120° intervals, 
only one of the roller mechanisms being shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2. Depending upon whether or not the 
pump 10 is being utilized in conjunction with a single or 
multi-tube pumping system, the roller mechanisms may 
each comprise a single roller element upon which will 
be seated the single pump tube, or alternatively, a single 
stepped roller element or two co-axially mounted roller 
elements upon which will be seated the two tubes of the 
dual-tube pumping system, in FIGS. 1 and 2, there is 
exemplified a dual-tube pumping system comprising 
pump tubes 26 and 28 seated upon two co-axially dis- 
posed roller elements 30 and 32, respectively. The roller 
elements 30 and 32 are co-axially mounted upon a shaft 
34, one end of which is disposed within an annular 
flanged portion 36 defined at the rear end of roller cage 
22, while the opposite end of shaft 34 is disposed within 
a disk type cover 38 which serves to close the forward 
end of the roller cage assembly. Suitable bearing mem- 
bers, not shown, are interposed between the roller ele- 
ments 30, 32 and the shaft 34 so as to permit the rollers 
to freely rotate upon shaft 34 as the roller cage 22 is 
rotated by means of the motor drive system. It is also 
seen that roller 30 is provided with an annular flange 40 
defined at the forward end thereof. In this manner, it 
will be appreciated that tube 26 is able to be properly 
seated upon roller 30 due to the fact that the tube will be 
axially confined between roller cage flange 36 and rol- 
ler element flange 40. In a similar manner, tube 28 is able 
to be properly seated and maintained upon roller 32 due 
to the fact that the tube will be axially confined between 
roller flange 40 and roller cage cover 38. 

With reference still being made to FIGS. 1-3, in 
accordance with the present invention, the peristaltic 
pump 10 further comprises a roller guide element or 
pressure plate 42, and as best seen in FIG. 1, plate 42 is 
provided with a semi-cylindrical inner race 44 which 
operatively cooperates with the roller elements 30 and 
32 so as to define a pumping chamber 46. In order to 
provide the desired and requisite accessibility to the 
pump chamber 46 so as to facilitate the pump tube load- 
ing and unloading procedures, pressure plate 42 is piv- 
otably mounted upon pump base 12. In this manner, 
when the pump tubes 26 and 28 are to be inserted or 
removed from the pumping chamber 46, the pressure 
plate 42 may be moved away from its closed position, 
wherein the plate operatively cooperates with rollers 30 
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and 32 as shown in FIG. 2, to its open position as shown pivot points move from their open positions 66' and 68' 

in FIG. 1 as well as in phantom lines in FIG. 3. to their closed positions 66 and 68. In actuality, the shaft 

Pump base 12 includes a recessed compartment 48 axis 66 moves a discrete distance beyond the plane de- 

defined within the upper portion thereof, compartment fined by pivot points 62 and 68 whereby, in effect, an 

48 being partially defined by means of sidewalls 50. 5 over-center type locking system is defined such that the 

Pressure plate 42 includes a pair of lugs 52 which extend handle and pressure plate are simply and securely re- 

rearwardly from the opposite sides thereof as viewed in tained in the closed position. 

FIG. 2, and the lugs are journalled within the base In a similar fashion, when the handle 56 is disposed in 
sidewalls 50 by means of pivot pins 54. In order to move its extreme raised position which corresponds to the 
pressure plate 42 between its open and closed positions, 10 pressure plate 42 being disposed in its opened, inopera- 
an operating handle 56 is operatively connected there- tive position for facilitating the loading and unloading 
with. The handle includes a pair of parallel arms 58 the procedures for the pump tubes, the pivotal axes of the 
proximal ends of which are pivotably journalled within handle and the links, as defined by means of pivot pins 
a support bracket 60 by means of pins 62. As best seen 62, pintle shaft 66, and trunnions 68, are likewise all 
in FIG. 2, bracket 60 is fixedly secured within the up- 15 substantially disposed within a single plane, and further- 
permost region of compartment 48 by means of a plural- more, the axis of pintle shaft 66 again becomes substan- 
ity of bolts 63, only one of which is shown. A pair of tially co-planarly aligned within the plane determined 
links 64 complete the operative interconnection defined by means of the pivot points 62 and 68 when the pivot 
between the handle 56 and pressure plate 42, the links points move from their closed positions 66 and 68 to 
being pivotably secured to the exterior sidewalls of 20 their opened positions 66' and 68'. Again, in actuality, 
handle arms 58 and pressure plate 42 by means of a the shaft axis 66 moves a discrete distance beyond the 
pintle shaft 66 and trunnions 68, respectively. plane defined by pivot points 62 and 68 whereby, in 
As may best be appreciated from FIGS. 1-3, and effect, an over-center type locking system is again de- 
particularly FIG. 3 as such FIGURE discloses the rela- fined such that the handle and pressure plate are simply 
tive positions of the various components when the pres- 25 and securely retained in the opened position, 
sure plate 42 is disposed in both its open and closed In order to further insure the retention of the handle 
positions, the disposition of the pivotal axes of pressure and pressure plate in either one of the extreme opened 
plate 42 and handle 56, as defined by means of pivot pins or closed positions, and to audibly indicate to the opera- 
54 and 62, respectively, remains the same, relative to the tor the fact that the handle and pressure plate compo- 
entire mounting assembly, regardless of the movement 30 nents have attained one of the extreme positions, detent 
of the pressure plate and handle. However, the dispo- means may be provided. Such means may take the form 
sition of the trunnions 68 and pintle shaft 66 varies de- of a simple, spring-biased button or ball which opera- 
pending upon the movement of the pressure plate 42 tively cooperates with a mating cavity. With respect to 
and handle 56. In effect, the various pivotal axes have retaining the handle and pressure plate assembly in the 
determined a four-bar linkage system as defined be- 35 opened position, the detent button may be provided 
tween pivot points 54 and 62, 62 and 66, 66 and 68, and upon each of the exterior sidewalls of the pressure plate 
68 and 54, respectively. This linkage arrangement is a as indicated by the reference character 70, the cooperat- 
mechanically-advantaged lever system for converting ing cavities 72 being provided upon the interior side- 
the operative movement of the handle 56 into a corre- walls 50 of the pump base 12. In a similar manner, with 
spending, although different, movement of pressure 40 respect to retaining the handle and pressure plate in the 
plate 42. In particular, due to the mechanical advantage closed position, detent buttons 74 are provided upon the 
defined by means of the aforenoted lever system, it is exterior sides of each handle arm 58 while the detent 
seen from FIG. 3, for example, that when the operating cavities 76 are provided upon the interior sides of each 
handle 56 undergoes movement from its lowered posi- link 64. As each of the detent buttons 70 and 74 mates 
tion to its raised position, it traverses an arcuate extent 45 with its respective cavity 72 and 76, an audible click 
of approximately 140°. However, corresponding to indicates to the operator the fact that the handle and 
such movement, the pressure plate traverses an arcuate pressure plate components have attained one of the 
extent of only approximately 65° between its closed and extreme positions. 

opened positions. The mechanically-advantaged system As has been alluded to hereinbefore, while the pump 

thus provides a simplified means for rapidly and effi- 50 of the present invention is applicable to single-tube and 

ciently moving the pressure plate between its open and dual-tube pumping systems, the dual-tube system has in 

closed positions so as to in effect simplify and expedite fact been illustrated. The dual-tube system is particu- 

the pump tube loading and unloading procedures. larly useful in connection with human blood cell separa- 

It is to be further appreciated that in accordance with tor apparatus due to the fact that in accordance with 

the aforenoted linkage system, means are also defined 55 current separator techniques, while the whole blood of 

for automatically retaining the handle 56 and the pres- the patient is being pumped by means of the pump appa- 

sure plate 42 in either one of the raised and open, or ratus through pump tube 28, an anti-coagulant fluid 

lowered and closed, positions, respectively. More spe- must be simultaneously pumped by means of the pump 

cifically, with particular reference still being made to apparatus in order to prevent clotting of the patient's 

FIG. 3, when the handle 56 is disposed in its extreme 60 blood during the cell separating procedure. The anti- 

lowered position which corresponds to the pressure coagulant fluid is pumped through the narrow pump 

plate 42 being disposed in its closed, operative position, tube 26 and is combined with the whole blood from 

it is noted that the pivotal axes of the handle and the tube 28 at a position downstream of the pump apparatus 

links, as defined by means of pivot pins 62, pintle shaft 10, 

66, and trunnions 68, are all substantially in a single 65 In accordance with current cell separator techniques, 
plane, and in particular, the axis of pintle shaft 66 be- a predetermined amount of anti-coagulant must be corn- 
comes substantially co-planarly aligned within the plane bined with the whole blood, and this relative amount 
defined by means of the pivot points 62 and 68 when the varies from patient to patient. The pump apparatus of 
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the present invention therefore includes means for accu- 
rately adjusting the relative amount or ratio of the anti- 
coagulant with respect to the whole blood volume 
being processed. This adjustment is accomplished by 
varying the volume flow rate of the anti-coagulant fluid 5 
through the pump tube 26. 

With particular reference being made to FIGS. 1, 4, 
and 5, the anti-coagulant volume flow rate adjustment 
means is seen to comprise an adjustment plate 78 rotat- 
ably mounted upon the pump wall panel 14, at a posi- 10 
tion immediately below the pump roller cage assembly, 
by means of an axial rivet-type fastener 80. As best seen 
in FIG. 5, the fastener 80 has a stepped configuration 
with a large diameter flanged portion 82 projecting 
forwardly from the front surface 84 of plate 78. The 15 
flanged portion or guide 82, together with plate surface 
84, thus serves to define an annular groove within a 
portion of which is disposed the small diameter pump 
tube 26. 

A cylindrical tube guide 86 is fixedly secured to plate 20 
surface 84 at a radially spaced location relative to fas- 
tener portion 82, and a portion of pump tube 26 is 
trained about guide 86 so as to pass between the guides 
86 and 82. The guides 86 and 82 thus serve to define a 
sinusoidal path for tube 26, the length of the sinusoidal 25 
path being variable depending upon the angular dispo- 
sition of guide 86 relative to guide 82. For example, if 
the guide 86 were located at a position directly to the 
left of guide 82 such that the axes of the guides 86 and 
82 defined a horizontal plane as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 30 
5, then it would be appreciated that the length of the 
aforenoted sinusoidal path would in effect be zero due 
to the fact that the portion of tube 26 passing between 
the guides 86 and 82 would extend substantially verti- 
cally. However, as the adjustment plate 78 is rotated in 35 
a clockwise direction to the position illustrated, for 
example, the guide 86 is likewise moved in the clock- 
wise direction whereby the length of the sinusoidal path 
is increased with a corresponding increase in the effec- 
tive length of tube 26. As the ends 88 of the tube 26 are 40 
fixed to their nipple fittings in a conventional manner 
whereby the length of tube 26 trained about the roller 
cage assembly is fixed, an increase in the effective 
length of the tube 26 can only occur as a result of the 
tube being stretched. As a result of this stretching ac- 45 
tion, the diameter of the tube is concomitantly con- 
stricted whereby the volume flow rate of the anti- 
coagulant fluid flowing therethrough is altered. While 
the stretched and constricted properties of tube 26 will 
initially be somewhat confined to the vicinity of the 50 
aforenoted adjustment means, it has been experienced 
that with subsequent usage of the pump wherein the 
roller cage assembly rotates in the counterclockwise 
direction as indicated by the arrow A in FIG. 1, the 
tube 26 becomes uniformly stretched and constricted 55 
throughout its entire length within the pump apparatus. 

In order to accurately predetermine the particular 
volume flow rate of the anti-coagulant fluid flowing 
through tube 26 relative to the volume flow rate of the 
whole blood flowing through tube 28, the adjustment 60 
plate 78 is provided with suitable indicia 90 which may 
be denoted in terms of volume flow rate percentages or 
ratios. Means are of course provided for retaining the 
adjustment plate 78 in a selected angular position in 
accordance with a relative predetermined required vol- 65 
ume flow rate. Such means includes a locking finger 92, 
one end 94 of which overlaps the adjustment plate 78 so 
as to rest thereon. End 94 is also seen to be pointed and 



disposed adjacent the indicia 90 so as to accurately 
indicate the predetermined volume flow rate ratio se- 
lected. The locking finger 90 is mounted within wall 
panel 14 by means of a knurled locking bolt 96, and in 
order to prevent rotation of finger 92 about the axis of 
bolt 96, the end 98 of finger 92 opposite end 94 is fixed 
relative to panel 14 by means of a retaining pin 100. As 
can readily be appreciated, threaded adjustment of bolt 
96 within panel 14 causes finger 92 to frictionally en- 
gage adjustment plate surface 84 whereby the latter is 
prevented from undergoing any angular movement. As 
a result, a predetermined volume flow rate within tube 
26, relative to the volume flow rate occurring within 
large diameter tube 28, will be achieved and maintained. 

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the 
present invention are possible in light of the foregoing 
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within 
the scope of the appended claims, the present invention 
may be practiced otherwise than as specifically de- 
scribed herein. 

What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent of the United States is: 

1. A peristaltic pump comprising: 
a pump base; 

at least one pump tube through which a fluid is to be 
pumped; 

pump roller means rotatably mounted upon said 
pump base and operatively engaged with said at 
least one pump tube for pumping said fluid through 
said at least one pump tube; 

pressure plate means for defining a pumping chamber 
with said pump roller means, said pressure plate 
means being pivotably mounted upon said pump 
base for movement between a closed position 
whereby said pressure plate means operatively 
cooperates with said pump roller means for pump- 
ing said fluid through said at least one pump tube, 
and an open position whereby said pressure plate 
means is operatively disengaged from said pump 
roller means so as to render said pumping chamber 
accessible and thereby facilitate the loading and 
unloading of said at least one pump tube into and 
out of said pumping chamber; 

handle means permanently mounted in a pivotable 
mode upon said pump base for actuating said pres- 
sure plate means to either one of said open or 
closed positions; and 

a four-bar linkage system interconnecting said handle 
means and said pressure plate means. 

2. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said four-bar linkage system comprises: 

a pair of links pivotably connected to both said pres- 
sure plate means and said handle means; and 

the bars of said linkage system are effectively defined 
between the pivotal axes of said pressure plate 
means and said handle means, between the pivotal 
axis of said handle means and the pivotal axis de- 
fined at the interconnection of said links and said 
handle means, between the pivotal axes of said 
links, and between the pivotal axis of said pressure 
plate means and the pivotal axis defined at the 
interconnection of said links and said pressure plate 
means, respectively. 

3. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

two pump tubes through which separate fluids are to 
be pumped. 

4. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 3, wherein: 



4,256,442 



10 



15 



said two pump tubes have different diametrical di- 
mensions whereby said separate fluids, will be 
pumped at different volume flow rates. 

5. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 4, wherein: 
said pump roller means comprises at least one set of 

co-axially mounted roller elements, said roller ele- 
ments being of different diametrical extents so as to 
properly accommodate said different pump tubes. 

6. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 5, wherein: 
said pump roller means comprises three sets of said 

, co-axially mounted roller elements equiangularly 
disposed about the rotatable axis of said pump rol- 
< Jer means. 

7. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 4, further 
comprising: 

■ means for adjusting the volume flow rate of one of 
said pump tubes. 

8. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 7, wherein: 
said means for adjusting the volume flow rate of one 

of said pump tubes comprises means for stretching 20 
said one of said pump tubes whereby the diameter 
of said one of said p\imp tubes is constricted. 
" : 9. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 8, wherein 
said means for stretching said one of said pump tubes 
comprises: 

a plate rotatably disposed adjacent said pump roller 
means so as to be movable to preselected angular 
positions; 

first pump tube guide means co-axially mounted upon 
said plate; and 

second pump tube guide means fixedly mounted upon 
said plate at a location radially spaced from said 
first pump tube guide means for defining with said 
first pump tube guide means a path for said one of 
said pump tubes, 

said one of said pump tubes being trained about and 
passing between said first and second pump tube 
guide means so as to extend along said path in a 
sinusoidal manner, 

whereby when said plate is rotated to various angular 40 
positions, the effective length of said sinusoidal 
path is increased thereby stretching said one of said 
pump tubes and constricting the diameter thereof 
so as to alter the volume flow rate of said one of 
said pump tubes. 45 

10. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 9, further 
comprising: 

indicia means disposed upon said plate for indicating 
a predetermined voltirrie' flow rate ratio of said 
fluid within said one of said pump tubes relative to 50 
the volume flow rate of said fluid within the other 
one of said pump tubes. : 

11- A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 2, further 
comprising: 

means for audibly indicating when said pressure plate 55 
means has' achieved either one of its open or closed 
positions. 

12. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 11, 
wherein: 

said audible indicating means comprises detent means 60 
defined between said pressure plate means and said 
pump base for signalling the opened position of said 
pressure plate means, and detent means defined 
between said handle means and said links for signal- 
ling the closed position of said pressure plate 65 
means. 

13. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 2, further 
comprising: 



10 



25 



30 



35 



means for retaining said pressure plate means in either 
one of its open or closed positions. 

14. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 13, 
wherein: 

said retaining means comprises detent means defined 
between said pressure plate means and said pump 
base for retaining said pressure plate means in its 
open position, and detent means defined between 
said handle means and said links for retaining said 
pressure plate means in the closed position. 

15. A peristaltic pump comprising: 
a pump base; 

at least one pump tube through which a fluid is to be 
pumped; 

pump roller means rotatably mounted upon said 
pump base and operatively engaged with said at 
least one pump tube for pumping said fluid through 
said at least one pump tube; 

pressure plate means for defining a pumping chamber 
with said pump roller means, said pressure plate 
means being pivotably mounted upon said pump 
base for movement between a closed position 
whereby said pressure plate means operatively 
cooperates with said pump roller means for pump- 
ing said fluid through said at least one pump tube, 
and an open position whereby said pressure plate 
means is operatively disengaged from said pump 
roller means so as to render said pumping chamber 
accessible and thereby facilitate the loading and 
unloading of said at least one pump tube into and 
out of said pumping chamber; 

handle means permanently mounted in a pivotable 
mode upon said pump base for actuating said pres- 
sure plate means to either one of said open or 
closed positions; and 

a mechanically-advantaged lever system intercon- 
necting said handle means and said pressure plate 
means whereby as a result of the movement of said 
actuating handle means, said pressure plate means 
is rapidly and efficiently moved between its open 
and closed positions. 

16. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 15, 
wherein said mechanically-advantaged lever system 
comprises: 

a pair of links pivotably connected to both said pres- 
sure plate means and said handle means. 

17. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 15, 
wherein: 

said mechanically-advantaged lever system defines an 
arcuate movement of said handle means which is 
approximately twice the arcuate movement of said 
pressure plate means as said pressure plate means 
moves between said open and closed positions. 

18. A peristaltic pump comprising: 
a pump base; 

at least one pump tube through which a fluid is to be 
pumped; 

pump roller means rotatably mounted upon said 
pump base and operatively engaged with said at 
least one pump tube for pumping said fluid through 
said at least one pump tube; 

pressure plate means for defining a pumping chamber 
with said pump roller means, said pressure plate 
means being pivotably mounted upon said pump 
base for movement between a closed position 
whereby said pressure plate means operatively 
cooperates with said pump roller means for pump- 
ing said fluid through said at least one pump tube, 
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and an open position whereby said pressure plate 
means is operatively disengaged from said pump 
roller means so as to render said pumping chamber 
accessible and thereby facilitate the loading and 
unloading of said at least one pump tube into and 
out of said pumping chamber; 

handle means permanently mounted in a pivotable 
mode upon said pump base for actuating said pres- 
sure plate means to either one of said open or 
closed positions; and 

an over-center type locking linkage system intercon- 
necting said handle means and said pressure plate 
means whereby said pressure plate means will be 
automatically secured in either its open or closed 
position. 

19. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 18, 
wherein said over-center type linkage system com- 
prises: 

a pair of links pivotably connected to both said pres- 
sure plate means and said handle means. 

20. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 19, 
wherein: 

the pivotal axis of said handle means and the pivotal 
axis defined at the interconnection of said links and 
said pressure plate means define a movable plane; 25 
and 

the pivotal axis defined at the interconnection of said 
links and said handle means is disposed outside of 
said plane during movement of said handle means 
and said pressure plate means between said open 
and closed positions, and is substantially aligned 
with and substantially disposed within said plane 
when said pressure plate means is disposed at either 
one of said open or closed positions so as to achieve 
said over-center type locking action. 

21. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

means for retaining said pressure plate means in either 
one of its open or closed positions. 

22. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 21, 40 
wherein: 

said retaining means comprises detent means defined 
between said pressure plate means and said pump 
base for retaining said pressure plate means in its 
open position, and detent means defined between 45 
said handle means and said links for retaining said 
pressure plate means in the closed position. 

23. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

means for audibly indicating when said pressure plate 50 
means has achieved either one of its open or closed 
positions. 

24. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 23, 
wherein: 

said audible indicating means comprises detent means 55 
defined between said pressure plate means and said 
pump base for signalling the opened position of said 
pressure plate means, and detent means defined 



30 



35 



between said handle means and said links for signal- 
ling the closed position of said pressure plate 
means. 

25. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

means for adjusting the volume flow rate of said at 
least one pump tube. 

26. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 25, 
wherein: 

said means for adjusting the volume flow rate of said 
at least one pump tube comprises means for stretch- 
ing said at least one pump tube whereby the diame- 
ter of said at least one pump tube is constricted. 

27. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 26, 
wherein said means for stretching said at least one pump 
tube comprises: 

a plate rotatably disposed adjacent said pump roller 
means so as to be movable to selected angular posi- 
tions; 

first pump tube guide means co-axially mounted upon 
said plate; and 

second pump tube guide means fixedly mounted upon 
said plate at a location radially spaced from said 
first pump tube guide means for defining with said 
first pump tube guide means a path for said at least 
one pump tube, 

said at least one pump tube being trained about and 
passing between said first and second pump tube 
guide means so as to extend along said path in a 
sinusoidal manner, 

whereby when said plate is rotated to various angular 
positions, the effective length of said sinusoidal 
path is increased thereby stretching said at least 
one pump tube and constricting the diameter 
thereof so as to alter the volume flow rate of said at 
least one pump tube. 

28. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 27, further 
comprising: 

two pump tubes through which separate fluids are to 
be pumped. 

29. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 28, 
wherein: 

said two pump tubes have different diametrical di- 
mensions whereby said separate fluids will be 
pumped at different volume flow rates. 

30. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 29, further 
comprising: 

indicia means disposed upon said plate for indicating 
a predetermined volume flow rate ratio of said 
fluid within said at least one pump tube relative to 
the volume flow rate of said fluid within the other 
one of said pump tubes. 

31. A peristaltic pump as set forth in claim 30, further 
comprising: 

means for retaining said plate in a predetermined 
angular position so as to maintain a selected vol- 
ume flow rate ratio of said fluids. 

* * * * * 
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